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Mariemont	Junior	High	PTO	
Meeting	Minutes	November	14,	2017	
	
1. Meeting	called	to	order	 	 	 	 	 	 Meg	Comer	
2. District	Update	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Steve	Estepp	

• MHS	Facility	Update	
i. Strong	attendance	at	forums.		Presentation	and	FAQ’s	can	be	found	online	at	

http://www.mariemontschools.org/mariemont-high-school/facilities-project	
ii. Community	survey	results	indicate	71%	of	those	surveyed	agree	we	need	to	do	something	

about	the	high	school	but	have	mixed	ideas	for	solutions	
iii. Final	task	force	meetings	November	14,	Presentation	to	the	board	on	December	11,	

decision	for	proposed	direction	will	be	after	the	holidays.	
iv. Question	to	ask	is	“Can	we	create	the	experience	that	prepares	for	our	students	future	with	

the	current	facility?”	
• We	need	to	address	the	No’s	one	on	one.		School	tours	provide	good	perspective	for	

people.		Ideas	for	more	tours	are:		
a. Provide	tours	to	parents	the	night	of	JH	dance	at	MHS.		Take	a	quick	tour	

after	your	drop	off.		
b. Hold	next	PTO	meeting	at	MHS	
c. Attend	Kindervelt	meetings	
d. Provide	tours	the	night	of	the	Holiday	Fair	–	reach	parents	of	younger	

students	
v. Responses	to	questions	

• Not	likely	that	we	will	demolish	the	whole	building	but	due	to	odd	original	
construction	as	open	classroom	it	requires	significant	changes	to	resolve	classroom	
size/learning	issue	

• Systems	typically	last	about	25	years,	systems	buried	below	and	HVAC	are	big	
problem	and	will	cause	construction	issues	

• Likely	able	to	keep	most	of	athletic	facilities	but	again	not	sure	due	to	buried	
systems	below	building	

• Will	create	new	facility	with	greater	future	flexibility	
• Big	question	is	auditorium	and	how	we	address	its	issues	
• Will	likely	be	a	combined	levy	with	operating	budget	
• Follow/submit	questions	at	above	site	to	keep	up	to	date	

vi. Coming	soon,	move	from	BYOD	(bring	your	own	device)	to	One	to	One.		Providing	uniform	
hardware	software	to	all	students.	

• Currently	have	multiple	different	devices	used	creating	significant	challenges	in	
teaching	environment	

• New	program	would	not	increase	cost,	provide	common	device,	software,	
programming	

• Apple	has	strong	lease	program	for	school	making	program	possible	
• There	will	be	transition	process	for	those	who	have	just	purchased	devices	

vii. Coming	Soon,	Single	Sign	for	all	Mariemont	needs	after	first	of	year	
viii. State	of	the	Schools	address	January	17,	please	attend	

3. Principals	Report	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Molly	Connaughton	



• Thank	you	for	conference	dinners,	greatly	appreciated	
• In	January	students	will	go	to	Music	Hall	for	symphony	for	students	
• Showed	video	of	One	on	One	technology	use	in	classroom	that	could	be	possible	once	we	move	to	

new	device	program	
• Junior	High	dance	still	needs	some	volunteers	

4. Counselors	Report	 	 	 	 	 	 Amy	Skinner	
• Lunch	Changes	due	to	crowding	in	gym	and	clean	up	in	cafeteria	

i. Students	choose	table	and	assign	for	month	–	can	we	change	to	week?	
ii. ½		go	to	gym,	½	eat	then	switch,	make	sure	kids	know	lunch	line	is	open	whole	time	
iii. Tech	free	Fridays	at	lunch	may	be	expanded	to	rest	of	week,	positive	response	from	all	

attendees	
• 8th	Graders	will	visit	Live	Oaks	on	Thursday	to	see	other	career	options	
• 8th	Graders	will	have	Signs	of	Suicide	2	day	seminar	in	January.		Brings	together	counselors,	class	

discussions	and	surveys	to	educate	and	help	identify	any	issues	that	may	be	out	there.		Provided	by	
1N5.		Second	year,	good	response	to	last	year	

5. Budget	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Meg	Comer	
• DC	Fundraising	–	Need	ideas	to	fundraise	quickly	
• Membership	in	MJHS	PTO	and	Parent	donations	down	and	has	created	problems	in	funding	all	

activities.		Welcome	ideas	to	improve	this	area	
• Phone	Directory	–	Looking	at	online	option	for	next	year	
• Teacher	appreciation	Week	–	Look	to	donate,	easy	to	do	without	committing	time	
• Snack	Bar	–	Need	volunteers	or	may	have	to	close	

i. http://signup.com/go/gK5wfp	
	

6. Minutes	approved	from	last	month	 	 	 	 Nerl,	Purdy	


