
Mariemont High School PTO Meeting Minutes 
Friday, November 6, 2015 

 
 
Attendance: Dawn Harden, Ann Hobart, Roseann Hayes, Kim Newton, Vanessa Chu, 
Heather Hobart, Linda Ramey, Astrid Michels, Jeri Gatch, Dina Wilder and Nan Dill 
 
Welcome:  Amy Weiss and Maria Borgerding 
Reminder- there is NO December meeting. 
 
Student Council Report: No Report 
 
Superintendent’s Report: Steve Estepp 
 
Due to the recent bomb threat the topic of SAFETY has been reviewed.  The last 
isolated incident has been a growing trend in other states. The Mariemont High 
School use of the HOTLINE for reporting both bullying issues and suspicions of 
threats are monitored every day of the week/ 24 hours a day.  The number to call is 
located on the website/home page.  This past incident did give the school a chance 
to review current safety plan/procedures in place. 
 
Questions/Answers from Parents and Superintendent 
 
There is a discussion with the Mariemont Village to create an alternative exit in case 
of emergency. 
 
Multiple sites are considered for evacuation.  The school alternates sites based on 
police and school policy.  Protocols are constantly changing.  Most evacuations need 
to occur when police have arrived.  Police need to secure the perimeter before 
students can return to class. 
 
Regarding the use of the Mariemont School website, keeping track of user names for 
school use is difficult.  School is working on transitioning to one sign-in system. 
 
Counselor’s Report: Amanda Lesczcuk and Pam Tackett 
 
Mrs. Tackett is meeting with the 9th grade.  She will begin meeting with 10th grade in 
January.  The focus will be on college planning and scheduling for classes, which 
begins in February. 
 
ASPIRE practice begins November 11th for 10th Grade and November 12 for 9th 
grade.  The test is in the morning starting at 745.  It is a 3-hour test. 
 
Grades 8-10 take ASPIRE.  There is no career piece included in the exam. 
 



It is important to note that the rubric has changed for the writing portion of the 
standardized test. 
 
Campus Life is providing gift cards to two teachers every week.  Very much 
appreciated. 
 
Catch the very funny 25-minute lip-syncing for Halloween.  It is on the Mariemont 
website.  Mrs. Thomas was the winner! 
 
The students are excited about plans for the Thanksgiving and Holiday celebrations. 
One highlight will be Renner on the Shelf. 
 
Mrs. Lesczcuk reminded everyone of the upcoming Career Chats. 
 
At this time she is meeting students regarding their first quarter grades. 
 
Seniors have met to discuss college and post graduation plans. 
 
November 21 is the Free Practice test.  Kaplan has provided a handout for sign ups 
for the direct link to ACT/SAT combination exams.  The test is from 8-12 with a 
sample of questions. 
 
December 9th is the Financial Aid Night.  Representatives from University of 
Cincinnati will be coming.  This is highly recommended for Seniors; however, grades 
9-11 are welcome to come to see what to expect.  It will be at 7 pm in the 
auditorium. 
 
A junior individual parent/student meeting notification is in the mailbox for 
December to March meetings with Mrs. Lesczcuk.  Accommodations will be made 
for parents and students with busy schedules. 
 
There have been 70 college visits the past first quarter. MHS has received great 
feedback.  Students need to remember to talk to the visiting representatives. 
 
Practice for Math on the ACT/SAT is offered during lunch.  Bring questions in to talk 
to Mr. Miller regarding specific math problems. 
 
Teacher’s Rep Report: Julie Bell 
 
The meals provided during the teacher conference night were greatly appreciated. 
 
Key Club CAN FOOD DRIVE begins November 16. All cans will be contributed to the 
Inner Parish Ministries in Newtown. 
 
AP Biology is studying genetics with Mrs. Briggs. 
 



Mandarin is focusing on expression and presentations about sports with Mrs. Yu. 
 
Halloween assembly was a great success. 
 
Mrs. Leatherwood in her Psyche class is hosting a guest speaker on November 23 
from UC Memory Center to discuss Alzheimer’s diet and memory loss. 
 
Veteran’s Day Care Packages are being collected in the Social Studies Department. 
This will begin November 16th. 
 
Mrs. Lowery is excited about the plans for the Shakespeare Company to come 
through Project 38. The focus is to celebrate Shakespeare plays at the festival in 
April. 
 
Global Leadership Summit is meeting in December to discuss the June 2017 tour of 
Italy.  This trip will be lead by Mrs. Bell and open to all students. 
 
Principal’s Report: Dr. Renner 
 
Don Davis with the Entrepreneurship Program will fund a popcorn machine. 
 
Wrap Results uploaded through Student Achievement on Blackboard.  Grades 9-11 
took the Wrap. 
 
Error Testing replaces the PARC Tests.  This test will be administered at the end of 
the year. 
 
The fall play, Arsenic and Old Lace, will be presented this week.  Mr. Wiseman is the 
director. Online ticket sales are available through MAA Fall Play.  Print tickets. 
 
PRIDE Survey is November 16th.   It is a drug survey. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Kim Wuertemberger 
 
Committee Chair, Beth Garrison reported that flower sales for Homecoming were 
very successful. 
 
Paypal is available on the MHS website to join MHS PTO and contribute to the C or C 
Fundraiser.  Goal for the PTO is $8,000.  At this time, PTO has received $7,400. 
 
Committee Chairs please contact Kim early regarding requests. 
 
Other Committee Reports: Amy Weiss 
 
Holiday Fair- Laura Dolle needs parents to serve food and monitor booths.  Two 
hour shifts available. Event is December 4th from 5-8 pm. 



 
Product Survey- Judy Copetas is organizing the survey for December 7th.  Please sign 
up for a 15-minute spot.  Early dismissal is that day. 
 
Spirit Shop- Dina Wilder is organizing a Teachers Trunk Show.  All products are on 
the website.  Click link to Spirit Shop sale. 
 
Directory- Julie Curran is working with email security. Downloading is not easy. 
 
October minutes were approved and second. 
 
Meeting  Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted- Natalie Barnes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


