
Mariemont High School PTO Minutes 
Friday, September 4, 2015 

 
ATTENDANCE:  (Incomplete list of parents in attendance) 
 
Heather Hobart, Vanessa Chu, Priscilla Hernandes, Anne Lizak, Astrid Michels, Malia 
Ridge, Dina Wilder, Roseann Hayes, Jeri Gatch, Linda Ramey, Patty Stahl, Beth 
Garrison, Denise Scholtz,  Erika  Hinebaugh, Judy Copetas, Hester Sullivan 
 
WELCOME: Maria Borgerding and Amy Weiss 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL: Meg Caesar 
 
-Welcome bags provided to new students. 
-Touch Down for Downs is a fundraiser with Indian Hill.   Thirty t-shirts will be sold 
prior to Indian Hill game. 
-September 1 was the first student council meeting with focus on the upcoming 
Homecoming.  Theme this year is Road Trips. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Steve Estepp 
 
-Finished district strategic plan 2026. Document can be found on website and hard 
copies provided by the office. 
-Quality Profile will be available September 14 on website.  It captures positive 
accomplishments and other information pertaining to Mariemont schools. 
-Website District Action Plan outlines focus for school year. 
-Warriors Beyond K-12. Please see website for details and upcoming email. 
-School Messenger safety and communication text message was completed.  Please 
see Lance Hollander or Nancy Lonneman at the Junior High to check and correct 
your number on file.  This will only be used for emergencies (ie. flooding), not school 
closings due to inclement weather. 
-Please check out Mariemont Schools on the website, twitter and facebook for 
updated information. 
-Survey Data information is used to help set priorities for the students and school. 
-Enrollment is up 30-50% in various schools Mariemont schools. 
-Regarding textbook use at home, please call the office to discuss individual student 
needs. 
 
COUNSELOR’S REPORT: Amanda Lesczcuk, Pam Tackett and Brittany Meyer 
 
Amanda Lesczcuk introduced, Megan, the new Intern from UC.  Students are pulled 
from study hall to meet with Mrs. Lesczcuk. 
-71 seniors attended workshops in August with 4 college representatives. 
-Parents and Senior students will meet to discuss College Planning. 



-Students and Parents of Junior and Senior students were emailed regarding 
scholarships and college fair.  Colleges have stated that schools need to reinforce the 
use of email and communication with students. 
-Meeting with Seniors individually on their plans. 
-October 8th is the Life Leadership Event with Peter Van Buskirk from 7-9.  This 
interactive discussion will focus on the college admittance process. 
-End of September the Junior class will meet to discuss college research, visits, and 
ACT/SAT testing. 
-March is when the revised SAT tests will be presented. 
-Khan Academy offers practice for these tests. 
-October 14 is the PSAT. Sign up for $15 for taking the new SAT test. 
-September 12 from 8-11 a practice test is available for those students who have 
signed up. 
-PSAT Juniors need to take for National Honor Society Selection. 
-SAT does include the writing portion. 
-Sophomores can take the PSAT. Right now 50-60 signed up.  Unfortunately sign ups 
were due September 4 for this practice test. 
 
Brittany Meyer welcomed as new counselor at the Terrace Park Elementary School 
and Mariemont High School.  She will be available for students Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday.  Monthly career chats will be provided.  
 
Pam Tackett thanked PTO for the Orientation Pizza party. 
-Visiting with 9th graders now. 
-Working with sophomores to sign up for PSAT.  Handouts will be distributed to 
students; however, information is available on the website. 
-Nicole Willory will discuss with students tips for relieving stress.  This is offered 
through Child Focus, which will work through insurance. Counselors will help 
schedule sessions.  She will be onsite on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
-Campus Life is now assisted by Brittany Meyer. First day of school PTO supplied 
lollipops for each child. Other sponsored events will include Halloween. 
 
TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: Julie Bell 
 
-Kim Richardson has started a New Voices service project.  15 students will work 
with other students in the Cincinnati community through photography. 
-Michael Becksfort and Lee Lowery have started a Team Debate club.  Parent 
volunteers are needed to judge debates on October 19. 
-This I Believe community picnic and discussion was August 10.  Videos and essays 
by teachers and staff will be posted on website.  English teachers have planned to 
have each student write a response assignment to the book. 
-Next year the book review will be the first week of school.  Any suggestions for 
books please send to Luke Wiseman. 
-Emily Colpi bought a 3 D printer.  Lauren Trester was able to secure a position 
working with a 3 D printer due to her work in the library with these programs. 



-Terri Thomas is offering for Junior and Senior boys a Healthy Transitions wellness 
class, which will focus on topics to help them cope in college. The True Body Project 
was a response to meeting the needs of college students. 
-Michael Hewitt set up another crime scene for his popular forensics class. 
-Julie Bell escorted 6 students this past summer for the Global Leadership Summit in 
Europe.  The 3 day summit was attended by Lindsey Harden and Will Hobart. Their 
experiences were blogged on Cincy Goes to Europe.  They will be presenting on 
September 9th at the parent meeting to learn about Warriors Beyond. This summer 
the leadership summit will take 12 Mariemont students. Julie Bell and Zach Schnug 
will lead the students through Europe to the Hague.  The next meeting is Thursday, 
September 10th for 9th, 10th and 11th grade students interested in knowing more 
about applying for the program.  EF Tours provides the educational tours for this 
group. 
 
TEACHER TRUNK SHOW: Dina Wilder 
 
-A teacher trunk show of spirit wear is being proposed.  On September 18th during 
teacher service day at the Junior High, it was suggested that the Spirit Shop could 
plan to discuss the spirit wear for teachers. 
- A discussion for student design contest for Spirit Shirts was also mentioned.  
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT: Dr. Jim Renner 
 
-Open House was a great start with large attendance.  
- Warriors Beyond opportunities for students are one of many new experiences for 
students. 
-Focus is on Mariemont High School student initiated groups. 
-Nine new staff members remark on the positive experiences with students, staff 
and parental support. 
-PARC Testing is over. 
-ERROR testing starts in April/May. 
-WRAP Testing will continue to evaluate and remediate student work for grades 9, 
10, 11. 
-Staph infection news discussed. 
-High School enrollment highest.  Requires school to move up to Division II. This 
sophomore class is the largest class. 
-Textbook vs. On-line use was discussed.  This was a strategic decision due to cost 
factors, flexibility, weight of backpacks, availability of computers at home, and the 
fact that textbooks are updated frequently.  Textbooks are available for online 
purchase using the ISBN#. 
-Discussion for future signs for Open House. 
-Suggestion to lighten up on homework during Homecoming. 
 
MARIEMONT ARTS ASSOCIATION: Jeri Gatch 
 
-Encouraging parents to join and participate. 



-Julie Renner is the new President. 
-$25 membership 
-Responsibilities for members include running the concession stand.  Please link to 
volunteers to sign up.  There are 220 shifts at Kusel Concession Stand.  IF EACH 
FAMILY SERVES ONE SHIFT THERE WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH SPOTS AVAILABLE.  
PLEASE SIGN UP.  No training needed. 
-Last year 3- $1500 scholarships were given.  One -$500 scholarship was also 
presented.  Money is also provided to teachers for their classroom needs.  MAA is 
supported by MHS and JHS; however, all schools are provided with financial help. 
 
TREASURE REPORT: Kim Wuertemberger 
 
-There is a $2,300 actual difference between the budgeted $41,100.00 to 
$38,739.15. 
-Scholarship had a $500 increase from $2,500 to $3,500. 
-Directories expense is $500. 
-Flower Fundraising is $400. 
-Membership in PTO is low. Need parents to sign up for $15, including directory.  
Make check out to MHS PTO, please fill out form online. PAY Pal is charging $9 fee 
for signing up online. 
-Spirit shop is a major expense but also an income generator. 
-Kroger Rewards is offered online.  It is a one-time/renewal sign up process. 
 
KROGER CARDS REPORT: Marion Molski 
 
-75 families participated last year. 
- Access Kroger.com community rewards for the Kroger Plus card information. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Dina Wilder- Spirit Shop now takes credit cards.  Spirit Shirt ideas, designed by 
students, may be presented prior to basketball season. The homecoming shirt will 
be design by class representatives.  White Out shirts were offered last week.  Spirit 
Shop is available during football and soccer games. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Denise Scholtz and Linda Ramey 
 
 
Respectfully submitted- Natalie Barnes 
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