Mariemont High School PTO Meeting Minutes
Friday, January 8, 2016

Attendance: Tracey Motto, Renie Grantham, Astrid Micheles, Kim Newton, Vanessa
Chu, Dina Wilder, Judy Copetas, Ann Hobart, Nan Dill, Jeri Gatch, Denise Scholtz

Welcome: Amy Weiss
Student Council Report: Meg Caesar

Next week the Student Council will meet to talk about upcoming events. Snowball is
January 23rd at 9 pm. Corsages will be available to $12 and $8. A flyer will go out
next week regarding the sale.

Before the holiday break Student Council participated with Campus Life and the
MHS teachers to provide holiday spirit to an adopted school in Newport.

Counselor’s Report: Pam Tackett

Mrs. Lesczuck met with Juniors on Wednesday and Thursday to discuss progress.
ACT test is coming in February. February 24t is Test Prep. Juniors are encouraged
to visit colleges during the upcoming four-day weekends. Keep in mind that some
colleges are closed to visits during Martin Luther King holiday. Juniors have 3
excused college day visits. See Mrs. Lesczuck for details.

January 20t is the next College Planning Program. It will be held at 7 pm in C20. If
unable to attend there will be another program on January 21 at the College
Planning Center.

February 27t is the date for a Free Practice on the ACT for 10th and 11th grade. An
email to a link to register will go out to Juniors first, then to the Sophomores the
following week.

February 2nd is the Life and Leadership Seminar, which will be held at Mariemont
Elementary School. Meredith Graham from Cornell University will be presenting.

Mrs. Tackett reminds the Sophomore class about the test prep. Please see the
college binder for suggestions.

Community Service hours for the Sophomores can begin this summer. An online
form must be filled out and returned to Mr. Wolford prior to doing the service hours.
Forty hours of Community Service are needed prior to graduation.



Campus Life provided stress relief during the holidays with Renner on the Shellf.

Vocational School programs at Live Oaks will be discussed on January 29th. Mrs.
Tackett will take a group of students to visit the Live Oaks school. Please see Mrs.
Tackett if interested in attending.

February 23rd is 8th grade registration date for upcoming 9t grade year. The 8t
grade Open House will begin at 6 pm at Mariemont High School.

Registration dates for classes for next fall include-

January 23rd- New courses with registration guidelines will be posted online and
blackboard.

February 3rd- Counselors will meet with 9th-10t and 11th grade students.
February 4th- Teacher recommendations for classes will be mailed.
February 15t- All online requests are due.

Principal’s Report: Dr. Renner

For January the Mariemont Academy is discussing a mindset book read with teacher
department chairs to work with students on fixed/open mindset areas with the goal
of becoming more open minded. Another goal is keeping the students engaged in
the classroom.

Linder Center is working with MHS in how to assist kids after a long absence from
school. The program discusses how to help the student transition back into the
classroom. Grades 7-12 are looking at this program.

PSAT/SAT results from October are having a difficult time being released from the
testing company. On the day of the test the bomb threat occurred during the last 10-
15 minutes of the test. Results have had problems being accessed both with local
and National results. Average scores are available but no notifications are being
given for individual scores.

Scheduling programs are interrupting certain class times too often. The school is
looking into providing a Warrior Bell period that will be offered periodically based
on need.

Travel opportunities are being offered through Destination 2026 and Warrior
Beyond programs. Spring Break and summer opportunities are being offered to
students in the upcoming year. Mariemont Foundation is offering financial
assistance for students in need. Efforts are being made at the elementary school
level to inform families early of these high school opportunities.



Conference scheduling is being looked at to find a balance between parents feeling
obligated to attend and those parents who want to attend but feel the constraints of
time. Parent involvement in school is appreciated and encouraged. Parents may
contact to meet with teachers at any time other than during conference schedules.
Notifications may alert parents that conferencing is not necessary for those students
doing very well; however, parents are always welcome to attend conferences if they
desire to meet the teacher during that time.

Digital report cards are being issued in two weeks. Directions will be provided
online.

Security cameras have been successfully installed throughout the school.

Election Day voting process will be monitored by local police officers or resource
officers to provided direction and security in the school. The Hamilton County will
fund the security efforts.

Teacher’s Rep Report: Julie Bell

The gifts provided by the PTO before the holidays was greatly appreciated.

Donna Neumann is continuing studies with the great works written by Shakespeare.
The Shakespeare Company has visited to provide great incite.

Debbie Bass has brought in Dean’s Cards to talk about issues like the environmental
factors that can affect business. She has also had Scott Beakman in to discuss with
her class the power of persuasion.

Travel Abroad discussion will be featured January 15t at various times during the
evening to discuss the upcoming trips being offered. Please check the Mariemont
website for times and locations for these designated meetings.

Warriors Beyond: Tricia Buchert

Travel opportunities are being outline in upcoming meetings.

Global Leader Summit is meeting to discuss the Italy Summit. The students will
discuss food and sustainability culture. These unique leadership experiences will
provide students an opportunity to discuss ways to solve problems with other
students from around the world. Life changing service trips are already being

planned for this summer to Nicaragua and next summer to Ecuador.

Next year the Latin Department will plan to go to Rome during Spring Break.



EF Tours spends a lot of time planning these trips and training the teachers to escort
the students on their journey.

Scholarships are available. Mariemont is one of the first districts in this area
backing this type of educational program.

Master Classes at the High School will be provided in the upcoming year. These
programs are available to students during study hall or lunch to provide
opportunities to learn about different disciplines they may be passionate about. One
of the first classes will be offered next year to Seniors interested in becoming a
Certified Personal Trainer. Those interested in learning Italian will have an
opportunity to take a course called “How to Learn a Language”. Other suggested
classes will include Rock Band/Steel Drum Band instruction and Shark Tank.

Committee Reports:

Consumer Survey- Judy Copetas reported that the recent survey hit a minimum of
90 participants. She hopes that more people attend the next survey on May 4t to hit
the 125 maximum participation goal.

After Prom- Has requested that volunteers sign up early to help.

0dd Couple Senior Event- Bowling event for parent/student event will be held
March 6t in the afternoon. (This is a Father/Daughter or Mother/Son event.)

Spirit Wear- Dina Wilder has recommended that volunteers are needed to sustain
Spirit Wear shop. Most spirit wear is sold during home games, and Friday afternoon
at school store. New products are available- but sales are down. Please contact Dina
to help out.

Treasurer’s Report: Kim Wuertemberger

Fundraising and membership goals have been met. Please see Kim for budgeting
and reimbursement concerns.

Minutes were approved by Dina Wilder and second by Nan Dill.
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted by Natalie Barnes

*For more information please look at the Mariemont website.






