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 	Call to Order							      Teresa Mikesell

Teresa Mikesell called the meeting to order at 9:05, and thanked everyone for their attendance.  

II.	Principal’s Report						         Molly Connaughton

The expeditions continue to go well.  Be sure to swing by and check out the expedition case in the office, which is updated regularly.

The Holiday Concert is coming up on Tuesday, Dec 8 at 7pm at Mariemont Elementary.  All three music groups, band, orchestra, and chorus, will perform on the same night.  

Last year the MJHS hosted what is known as an “Hour of Code”.  It is free and runs nationwide.  The Hour of Code company (which is sponsored by big tech companies) put together a free website that teaches the very beginning of how to code.  During this “Hour of Code” those who are signed up will spend one hour on their own devices.  Individuals choose what they want to do and how they want to learn that, particular thing.  Last year it was hugely successful— teachers and kids loved it!  Timing is being finalized. 

Based on feedback received last year, the staff is currently looking at how best to structure exam week.  Ideas such as exams in the academic classes only, holding study sessions, focusing on teaching and improving study skills, and creating an atmosphere that bridges the gap between elementary and high school are all being carefully considered.  Kids from the Leadership Council will come down from the high school and help support junior high students as they study. 

Seventh grade parents are invited to start thinking about the Washington DC trip for the following year.  January is penciled in as the start to the parent meetings for this exciting 8th grade class trip to DC.  It is an inclusive trip, all students are welcome and encouraged to go.  The earlier we start the planning, the more students will be able to participate, as families can spread out the payments over a longer period of time.  The timeline of the trip is likely to stay the same.    
 
III.	Counselor Report							          Amy Skinner

There are two district tests coming up the WRAP test and the ACT Aspire.  The WRAP test is a writing assessment, the results of which will be used to improve writing skills.  The 8th graders will take the ACT Aspire which will give a good predictor score in the areas of reading, math, science, and english.

On the Friday before Thanksgiving, the 7th graders went to Terrace Park Elementary to read their children’s books to the kindergarteners.  The 8th graders went on a field trip to the Oaks Vocational School.  

IV.  	Treasurer’s Report							      Carolina Purdy

Carolina Purdy provided the Treasurer’s Report for review.

The budget is looking good— the PTO is still taking memberships.  

The MAA took up half of the cost of the Shakespeare outing.  


V.	Ski Club					   		                       Christi Gall

This has been a big hit and this year there are a lot more kids who are interested.  Most of the children in ski club come from the junior high school.  This year there will be three buses, which will come directly after school to pick up the kids and take them to Perfect North.  Because of the number of junior high students, parents will be needed to volunteer as bus monitors.  

Opportunities for scholarships are being considered, due to the high cost of ski club.  

VI. 	President’s Report 						      Teresa Mikesell

Discussions and consideration for fundraising opportunities to help raise money for the DC trip are now underway.  These discussions include how to help children raise their own money as well as how to fund the scholarship program.  Fundraising suggestions include:  babysitting while parents shop for the holidays, hosting a movie, a bowling book swap, car wash, and a NCAA basketball bracket pool.  The fundraising committee will continue to work through many ideas and come up with creative and fun ways to involved students so that they can be accountable for some of the cost of their own trip as well as how to help anyone who wants to contribute to the scholarship fund.  

Teresa is putting together helpful information for all parents of 6th graders as they get their children ready for middle school.  She would like to assemble a list of “helpful hints” that could serve as a guide before they get to the junior high.  If you can think of anything that might fall under the “I wish someone would have told me that!”, just send her a text or an email and she’ll be sure to include it.  It should be a great resource for 6th grade families.  

IX.  Conclusion / Minutes / Adjournment

Upon motion by Teresa Mikesell, and seconded by Dina Wilder, the October 2015 minutes were approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:37.  

