
Mariemont High School PTO 
October 4, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Brenda Westfall, Laura Dolle, Melanie Stutenroth, Leah Pittman, Kim Newton, Judy Whisler, Amy Weiss, 
Astrid Michels, Denise Scholtz, Patty Stahl, Patsy Kaschalk, Jennifer Moriarty, Erika Hinebaugh, Nan Dill, 
Lila Wells, Molly Stewart, Roseann Hayes 
 
WELCOME/ROSEANN HAYES 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT – Ellen Dolle: 

 Homecoming was successful – good turnout, good feedback, liked the gym. 

 Holiday Fair is the next event. 

 The students would like to go back to the old format for the Snowball dance – girls invite 
boys/dressy.  Jim Renner stated it’s a student council event so they can decide how to run it. 

 Roseann Hayes thanked all the float sponsors. 
 
TEACHER’S REPORT – Julie Bell on behalf of various teachers: 

 Jeff Vanags – Boys soccer clinched a share of the CHL title in the win over Madeira.  They’ll win 
outright if they beat Taylor Tuesday. 

 Jeff Radloff – 37.5% of the eggs survived the physics egg drop.  The project emphasizes common 
core curriculum/problem solving. 

 Key club’s Eliminate 5K raised over $5000 which saves over 6000 lives (eliminate neonatal and 
maternal tetanus).  Trick or Treat for UNICEF donations will also go to Eliminate. 

 Key club’s food drive will be in November. 

 Julie Bell – Algebra class applied the use of technology and machinery by using calculators to 
control remote control cars (math applications).  The Tire Discounters sign stating that they 
haven’t used Algebra today prompted Julie to contact Joe Kromer.  Tire Discounters will work 
with the algebra class to demonstrate how algebra is used in business. 

 The faculty enjoyed the visits from the distinguished alumni during Homecoming week. 

 Emily Colpi – Book club welcomed a local author, they discussed books and the publishing 
industry. 

 Please take a moment to check out the art gallery. 

 David Wolford – thank you for the political magazines for class. 

 Today is jeans day, all money collected will go to breast cancer research. 

 Donna Neumann – NHS walk was a success. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Steve Estepp: 

 The parents’ technology session (which was a result of this group’s idea) was great.  50 parents 
attended.  The feedback was positive so there will be another training session. 

 The district is monitoring the high school graduation requirements at the state level.  HB193 
addresses graduation requirements but there’s still no decision about how this year’s freshmen 
will be affected.  We hear that course requirements won’t change much but assessments from 
the state will.  This year’s 8th and 9th graders will probably be double tested as sophomores with 
OGT and end of course assessments plus regular PSAT or a state version of that test.  Once the 
state irons out the phase out of OGT, they will phase in ten end of course exams.  Students will 
earn 1-5 points for each exam, they’ll need 25 points to fulfill graduation requirements.  Our 



students will be fine.  SB96 could influence required courses including world history and cultures 
class.  The state is working on this phase in/requirements for juniors. 

 The administration team has clear priorities and will keep our eye on the educational prize. 

 Warrior coalition (Drug Free Cincinnati) drug initiative began last year.  The first event will be 
October 22 – starting discussion in the community.  Melanie Stutenroth says it’s a grass roots 
group including police chiefs, mayors, Steve Estepp and parents.  Students and parents need 
prevention strategies.  All high school students have been surveyed to identify where they are 
with drug use/attitudes.  The 22nd will be a discussion of results.  The parent survey indicated 
support of a program like this.  The program is endorsed by founder Rob Portman. 

 The superintendent lunch with seniors are ongoing. 

 Steve is assembling a student curriculum committee with representatives from grades 7-12. 
 
COUNSELOR’S REPORT – Pam Tackett and Amanda Lesczcuk: 

 Pam Tackett reported that the Campus Life committee has so many ideas, implementation takes 
some time.  This will be very powerful since it’s all coming from the students.  They had a car in 
the Homecoming parade with logo lollipops.  They want to bring back intramurals (they had 
those at the junior high).  October 29 is national mix it up day – schools nationwide will 
encourage students to communicate with students they wouldn’t normally hang out with at 
lunch.  They will have a Halloween fun activity.   

 Pam met with all freshmen last week.  Any freshman or new student should have received a 
letter with their Naviance code.  (Naviance is a web based platform for all college and career 
needs, all in one place.) 

 Amanda Lesczcuk reported that PSAT money is due today.  All juniors should take the test as 
well as sophomores who would like to practice. 

 The first parent/student presentation featured Wes Hill from Wise World Prep talking about 
essay writing, recommendations and other college topics.  The December 12 presentation will 
feature the financial aid process.  Following meeting dates are February 27, March 18 and an 
April date to be determined. 

 Amanda has seen 80% of seniors.  She’s keeping them aware of deadlines.  Juniors have all 
received their college binders.  She’s got three points for juniors to keep in mind: ACT/SAT test 
sign up, college research, college visits. 

 She’s hosting colleges daily, the new space is wonderful. 

 Seniors have received cap and gown packets. 

 30 students attended the Kellogg’s career chat.  October 22 will feature the UC College of 
Nursing.   

 Wendy is meeting with students regarding counseling issues Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  
The parent coffee went well. 

 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Jim Renner: 

 The Hope survey was administered to get a feel for how students feel about life in general.  Last 
year’s bullying survey began the Campus Life committee.  The survey will be administered again 
in May to see if we’re on the right track. 

 Teachers are looking at assessment literacy – as they administer a test, is it really assessing what 
they’re looking for? 

 Conference signs ups are October 16th at 9:00 a.m.  We’re adding another conference night for 
high demand teachers.  The dates: October 30, November 7 plus November 12 for high demand.  
Parents are welcome to meet with teachers anytime, not just conference time. 



 University of Cincinnati’s dual credit information is coming.  The Anatomy and Physiology class 
will be visiting Xavier’s lab and Beacon Orthopedics for hands on learning. 
 

TREASURERER’S REPORT – Patsy Kaschalk: 

 Currently we have $12,700.   

 Patsy has added separate lines for spirit shop, fall shirt, booster spirit wear.   

 The current checking balance does not have all deposits included. 

 We need to consider how to spend extra money.  We’re forecasting $15,000 at year end, we 
really only need a $5-7000 balance. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
CONSUMER SURVEY – Denise Scholtz for Dawn Harden: 

 Consumer survey is November 14 2:15-6:15.  We need 100 people minimum.   We’ve brought in 
$1200-1500 annually in the past. 

 
VISION AND HEARING – Denise Scholtz for Roseann Hassey: 

 Need volunteers for the week of October 15. 
 
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS – Denise Scholtz for Marion Molski: 

 Each participant must resign up every year.  The bottom of the receipt will indicate if you’re 
signed up. 

 
SPIRIT SHIRT AND HOMECOMING FLOWERS – Patsy Kaschalk for Mary Beth York: 

 Mary Beth is looking for someone to take over next year. 

 Flower sales were up 15%, made $451. 

 Spirit shirt sales increased 35%, made $1630. 
 
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES: 

 Motion by Kim Newton, second from Laura Dolle. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
QUESTIONS: 

 Kim Newton asked why we can’t give the spirit shop more money since we have excess.  
Roseann answered that this isn’t a moneymaker just a service.  We did increase the money 
available for Sally and Tracey to purchase stock.  We do have to be very careful not to violate 
our Booster agreement. 

 Nan Dill complimented the Wes Hill presentation. 
 
NEXT MEETING – November 1 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Motion by Nan Dill, second by Leah Pittman. 
 
Submitted by Molly Stewart, Secretary 
 
 


