Mariemont High School PTO
April 11, 2014 Meeting Minutes

ATTENDANCE:

Patsy Kaschalk, Leah Pittman, Hester Sullivan, Dawn Harden, Kathy Deadrick, Ann Hobart, Tracey Motto,
Laura Dolle, Brenda Westfall, Kali Hacias Boecher, Linda Ramey, Jerri Gatch, Nan Dill, Erika Hinebaugh,
Amy Weiss, Kim Newton, Roseann Hayes, Patty Stahl

WELCOME/Roseann Hayes: Roseann shared her good health news!!

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT - Ellen Dolle:

Student council elections will be right before AP exams. As a new thing, each candidate will
create a video.

Senior assassin starts soon.

Ellen is planning to organize support for an upcoming one mile walk for Autism on Saturday May
17" at Coney Island. She babysits a boy with autism. She’ll have a registration link on the
Warpath . The May 16% lacrosse game will be a spirit event for it.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT — Steve Estepp:

The Pride Survey results are on the website.

The Warrior Coalition ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ was very well received by a great crowd.

The official calendar for 2014-15 is now posted on the website. There are a few revisions.
Next Tuesday, the school board will take the first action to place a 5.95 mil operating levy on the
November ballot. This will be used for maintaining and enhancing our academics. The levy co-
chairs will be Kelli Neville, Brian Nichols, Laura Organisciak, Jon Saxton, Dan Telgkamp. We will
need strong parent support. With a November vote, there’s only one chance to pass the levy
before the January implementation so it’s crucial that we pass the levy. We are seeking
volunteers.

Questions: Patsy Kaschalk commented that her friend whose children have graduated feel
disconnected from the schools. Steve said he’s working on that, it’s very important to make
residents without children in the schools feel involved. Unfortunately, the Eastern Hills Journal
hasn’t been supportive so they’ve contacted all three villages’ papers to communicate. Amy
Weiss suggested community projects that involve students, schools and community. Leah
Pittman suggested an option for parents to opt into communications when their children
graduate. We do have that option currently.

TEACHER’S REPORT — Julie Bell:

Thank you so much for the teachers’ wish list items. They’re very excited and thankful! (Our
thanks to Jeff Radloff for the cookies!)

The ‘Happy’ video was so fun. It can be found on Warrior Watch.

Erin Vore is hosting local author Jasmine Worga (sp?). She will be talking about the writing and
publishing process.

Debbie Baas has had quite a few speakers: Kali Hacias Boecher from P&G spoke about finances.
Nick Jones, former student, talked about how to prepare for DECA. Martin Schram from Buffalo
Wild Wings talked about entrepreneurship. Robbie Troller, former student, spoke to
international level DECA students about preparation. Economics students went to Fifth Third to
see the retail/wholesale lock box and item processing. Quite a few students are moving on with



the DECA competition. The top 10 at the state level will be moving on to national or
international competitions.

We are moving toward end of course exams, hopefully away from the OGT. End of course
exams are more relevant because they test the material just covered, not material that could be
years old.

COUNSELORS’ REPORTS
Pam Tackett:

Pam met with all the sophomores this week to cover Naviance, career assessment, advanced
college searches and community service. Service hours can begin the summer after sophomore
year, students need 40 hours in order to receive pass on their transcript. Quick links has a link
to community service online forms which must be completed before the service hours are done.
Leah Pittman works for a non-profit who has opportunities for hours. Anyone with such
opportunities should contact David Wofford.

Campus life will sponsor April Games the week of the 21%. Students can sign up during lunch.
There will be a bracket tournament. Both lunches will combine on Friday for the Final Four
competition. Teachers will be captains.

Pam is pursuing speakers for next year. She’s looking into Rachel’s Challenge and will visit a
participating school in the fall to observe. Rachel was killed in the Columbine shootings. This
program promotes kindness, community service and no bullying. The community is also
involved so Pam wants to be sure community involvement will be high before committing.
She’s also looking into Youth Frontiers Responsibility Retreat for juniors next year.

Pam is also looking for an inspirational speaker for the beginning of next year for the freshmen
and possibly sophomores.

August 14" will be the freshman orientation, the activities fair and the freshman/senior mixer.
Thanks to the PTO support.

Amanda Lesczuk:

The last speaker of the year is April 21. There will be a panel of five college reps talking about
transitions from high school to college as well as college wellness. It will be perfect for juniors,
seniors and their parents.

May 1% is college signing day for seniors and their parents. Thanks to the PTO for breakfast.
August 19% is college application day. Please sign up.

Amanda toured 5 South Carolina colleges: University of South Carolina, College of Charleston,
Furman, Wofford and Clemson. She has plenty of information if interested.

AP money is due April 17" - $89 per test, checks made out to MHS.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT — Trevor Block:

Thank you to the PTO for the wish list items. The teachers are thrilled to use these items in the
classrooms, they’ll enrich learning. Thank you for everything this year.

Trevor’s job this year, besides discipline, has included central office duties. He is working with
data in the district that substantiates how effective our schools are. The data so far has been
very fragmented so he’s pulling it all together into one final report. He is sharing it with the
teachers so they take ownership of the information and use the data to shape instruction.

The Warrior Coalition ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ was excellent.

Next fall the school will present a parent workshop highlighting internet safety, cyber bullying,
and online profile monitoring tools.

There are less than 40 days of school left!



APPROVAL OF MARCH MINUTES:
e Motion by Kim Newton, second by Dawn Harden.

TREASURER’S REPORT — Patsy Kaschalk:

e Highlights this month include the teacher requests which used much of our reserve and
depleted the majority of our carry over. This fits our intention as we felt we had too much
money in reserve. It does mean that it’s important for committees to stick to their budget. We
still have a $4,000 reserve for next year. Everything else has remained close to budget.

e Patsy reapplied the uncashed teacher appreciation checks from 1-2 years ago — this explains the
income shown in that category.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CONSUMER SURVEYS — Dawn Harden:
e The next survey is May 15%.
e We need a new chair for next year.

AFTER PROM — Hester Sullivan:

e The donation request letter has gone out.

e There will be a photo booth, illusionist, Monte Carlo games, ice skating, gym activities, ice cream
bar and a movie.

e More volunteers would be great.

e Release forms for prom and the Indian Hill Winter Club must be turned in with ticket purchase.
Ticket sales for prom and after prom and flowers will be next week (except Friday — no school).

o Informal discussion of traditions: After the prom, kids all change to casual clothes then get
themselves to the high school so they can board buses for after prom. There are alcohol checks
and chaperones at both prom and after prom. Generally, the boys pay for prom while the girls
pay for after prom. Also, if they are using a bus to prom, the girls generally pay for and organize
those.

PROM FLOWERS — Roseann Hayes for Mary Beth York:
e The email just went out.
e Mary Beth would like volunteers to help sell flowers at lunch.

ODD COUPLE — Erika Hinebaugh:
e The bowling party at Madison Bowl| was a great success. Thank you to the Osgoods who hosted
and added all kinds of fun contest, prizes etc. Missy Osgood said she’ll chair next year.

KROGER — Roseann Hayes for Marion Molski:
e You must resign up — it’s very easy to do on Kroger’s website!

TEACHER APPRECIATION — Molly Stewart:
e  Will be the week of May 5.



SCHOLARSHIPS — Kathy Deadrick:
e The PTO will be giving 4 $500 scholarships. These are paid directly to the students. Kathy will
work to ‘spread the wealth’ so one student doesn’t win scholarships from each PTO.
e Leah Pittman and Brenda Westfall filled out the committee.

NEW BUSINESS:

2014-15 Positions:
e Roseann will send a list of open positions out. Please let her, Patty or Denise know if you'd like
to fill a spot. Also, let them know if you’re retiring.

MAY IN/OUT:
e The date is to be determined — stay tuned!

ADJOURNMENT:
e Motion by Jerri Gatch, second by Dawn Harden.

Submitted by Molly Stewart, Secretary



