
Mariemont High School PTO 
March 7, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Dawn Harden, Kathy Deadrick, Kim Newton, Tracey Motto, Kali Hacias Boecher, Astrid Michaels, Denise 
Scholtz, Amy Weiss, Jeri Gatch, Erika Hinebaugh, Laura Dolle, Roseann Hayes, Patty Stahl, Patsy 
Kaschalk, Molly Stewart 
 
WELCOME/Roseann Hayes 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT – Ellen Dolle: 

 Pennies for Pasta raised over $1,600.  3 winning classes enjoyed lunch from Olive Garden. 

 Yesterday’s blood drive was successful.  Thank you to Kendall Harden for organizing. 

 The promo for Beauty and the Beast just went on Warrior Watch. 

 The odd couple activity this year is a bowling party in place of a dance. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Steve Estepp: 

 Social media concerns are continuing with more issues arising at all grade levels.  Kids are 
making inappropriate decisions with pictures.  It’s important for parents to talk with their kids 
about this.  The 9th and 10th grades just had a presentation regarding this with both a technology 
and legal speaker.  The district is working on similar programs for 5th & 6th as well as junior high.  
The concern is not just within the schools but also the legal ramifications, i.e. if a student 
forwards an inappropriate picture they can be arrested for pandering porn.  The district 
continues to get that message out but needs parents’ help.  The school can only discipline for 
anything happening at school.  Guidelines come from the code of conduct.  The school will 
always involve police because it’s not the school’s place to decide legal issues. 

 Steve encourages everyone to visit the district website that has great updates telling our story of 
the great things happening day to day in our schools. 

 
TEACHER’S REPORT – Julie Bell: 

 Props to Dr. Renner for being the chili cook off champion at the Mardi Gras cook off. 

 Congratulations to Claire Gilmore for her state championship and to the JETS team for their 3rd 
place in the region. 

 Thanks to the PTO for supporting the teachers’ wish lists. 

 OGT is next week.  10th graders and anyone who hasn’t passed will be taking it.  They’ve been 
preparing. 

 The math department is looking at new courses since students are taking accelerated classes 
earlier, they need more options so they don’t run out of math classes. 

 Teachers are working on formative assessments.  The junior high has done a lot of work and 
made great strides with that.  The high school is working to match their success.  This is a 
diagnostic tool to see what the students know.  The testing doesn’t apply penalty but sees what 
students know and adjust learning.  This allows for individualized instruction. 

 
COUNSELORS’ REPORTS 
Pam Tackett: 

 The entire school has completed their electronic registration schedule as of today.  They have 
received verification sheets which will also be mailed home.  These need parent approval or 



comments/change requests.  Please call of email with questions.  The forms are due back March 
17th.  Letters will go to teachers April 8th asking if student’s requests for changes are ok.  
Overrides can be requested via email to the counselor who will make a recommendation. 

Amanda Lesczuk: 

 Wes Hill will return March 18 to talk about essays and rec letters.  He will speak at Mariemont 
Elementary auditorium in the evening.  This will be great for all parents as well as freshmen and 
sophomore students.  Juniors will meet with him during the school day. 

 April 21 will be a panel discussion with 5 colleges participating, they will discuss college 
transition and wellness.  We will also have recent Mariemont graduates participating.   

 The next coffee is changed to 7:00 on April 10th.  This will cancel the April 22nd date.  There is no 
agenda, just bring your questions. 

 The college application workshop is August 13th.   

 May 1 at 7:00 am is the post-secondary celebration for seniors and parents.  We will celebrate 
all the seniors’ plans for next year.  Thank you to the PTO for breakfast.  

 The SAT ‘redo’ will affect current freshmen.  Be sure you’re getting the correct test prep when 
taking classes.  The SAT is partnering with CON Academy for free test prep for the new test. 

Wendy Long: 

 Senior’s community service hours are due May 5.  See Wendy if you need ideas.  A completed 
senior English project, 40 hours of service, a B average for 3rd and 4th quarter as well as good 
attendance and behavior will exempt seniors form exams. 

 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Jim Renner: 

 Our students complete the PRIDE survey every 2 years through the state of Ohio.  It’s an 
anonymous survey that indicates drug and alcohol usage and attitudes.  Our goal is to work with 
community to educate students regarding drug and alcohol abuse.  We will post a formal 
summary on Blackboard.  What jumps out is the regular use of alcohol, marijuana and tobacco 
which are all gateway drugs.  It appears very little use happens during the school day.  It 
generally occurs from 3-7:00 weekdays and on weekends at home or friend’s houses.  This 
stresses the importance of staying involved at school so these times are used well.  The test is 
given in the fall since generally issues have occurred after the summer when bad habits have 
taken place.  When you look at the priority students put on grades, it shows these are good 
students/kids making bad decisions.  The survey has proven to be statistically very accurate.   

 After prom and graduation boat ride are great services from the PTO to keep our kids out of 
trouble.   

 We’re in the process of finalizing a choice for the campus wide book review.  At this point, the 
frontrunner is Little Princes: One Man’s Promise to Bring Home the Lost children of Nepal.  All 
departments will be involved including the Math department who will look at nonprofits and 
return on investment. 

 The freshmen recently took the Explore test.  This is a way to measure student growth, in place 
of the ERB.  The Plan Test in 10th grade and the ACT junior year are good methods for continuing 
to monitor. 

 
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY MINUTES: 

 Motion by Dawn Harden, second by Jeri Gatch. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Patsy Kaschalk: 

 This has been a low activity month. 



 We need to consider whether we want to continue to carry the $15,000 balance.  We’ve had 
negative year-end balance the last few years which has been ok because of our surplus.  We 
need to either consider more fundraising or know that we’re eroding our money.  We should 
consider a committee to develop a three year plan of what we stand for and how we want to 
invest our money.   

 
WARRIOR COALITION – Melanie Stutenroth: 

 The coalition is comprised of local community leaders, police chiefs, 2 mayors, Columbia 
Township administrator, and parents addressing drug and alcohol use.  They’re targeting all 
children at every level.  They want to empower parents about how to intervene and what to 
look for.  The coalition’s next meeting is Monday March 10th at 7:30 at the Fairfax Rec Center, all 
are welcome to attend.   Binge drinking and marijuana use are our biggest issues here.  Heroin 
use is on the rise in the region and is knocking at our door. 

 “Hidden in Plain Sight” is coming to Cincinnati for the first time on April 10th at Mariemont High 
School.  This is an interactive exhibit of a teenager’s bedroom with 150 items showing clues of 
alcohol use, drug use, sexual activity, eating disorders.  The power point presentation that 
follows is shocking.   

 April 26th from 10-2 will be a prescription drug return in all district communities. 

 One other point about the PRIDE survey – kids see tobacco use as worse than alcohol because of 
marketing. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
AFTER PROM – Suzi Ricketts: 

 Letters will go out next week with requests for donations and volunteers.  Please contact Suzi if 
you’d like to chaperone (12pm – 3:30 am) or do other jobs. 

 
ODD COUPLE – Erika Hinebaugh: 

 The bowling party is next Sunday from 1-3.  We’ve got 37 seniors/parents attending.  You can 
still sign up. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
TEACHER WISH LISTS – Roseann Hayes: 

 Our plan is to maintain a $5,000 reserve.   

 We have requests for $5,190 that are within our budget.   This list has been approved by a 
separate committee which was formed at the last meeting and met separately to discuss these 
items.  

  There is an additional $10,813 in requests that need separate approval.  Generally, these 
requests are asking for additional items for equipment we already have but having extra would 
ease sharing.  The physics request is all new (we are considering $2929 for 8 Labquest units, the 
additional 4 will be requested from the Foundation/Make it Happen fund.)  All the items have a 
long life span.  The requests are science heavy but other departments don’t have a need for 
such heavy investments.   

 The band uniforms are $40,000 total over 2 years.  The MAA has committed to $10,000.  PTO is 
being asked for $3,000.  Boosters will also participate.  If they reach $32,000, they will receive an 
$8000 grant from the Emery Foundation.  There will be an initial order which will be replenished 



the next year when the larger junior high class comes to the high school.  The uniforms should 
have an 8-10 year lifespan. 

 A vote approved all items in the $10,813 requests. 

 A discussion regarding providing snacks/incentives in the group of requests took place.  One 
point was made that we don’t want to provide these items when parents can send them in.  The 
counterpoint was voiced that these items are an important incentive for the AP students.  Also, 
when parents make their donation to the PTO at the beginning of the year, they don’t anticipate 
receiving other requests.  Bottom line, everyone’s goal is to responsibly spend PTO money. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 Motion by Erika Hinebaugh, second by Amy Weiss. 
 
Submitted by Molly Stewart, Secretary 


