
Mariemont High School PTO 
January 10, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Dawn Harden, Kim Newton, Roseann Hayes, Denise Scholtz, Patty Stahl, Beth Garrison, Astrid Michels, 
Renie Grantham, Amy Weiss, Suzi Ricketts, Erika Hinebaugh, Nan Dill, Molly Stewart 
 
WELCOME/Roseann Hayes 
 
(NO SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT, STEVE ESTEPP WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND) 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT – Addie Shelley (for Ellen Dolle): 

 Holiday fair was very successful, thank you for the support. 

 Snowball will be January 24 following the basketball game. 
 
TEACHER’S REPORT – Julie Bell: 

 Thank you for the teacher gifts ($50 classroom funds), the money will be used to enhance 
student learning.  (We have received multiple kind thank you notes.) 

 End of quarter is next week. 

 8th grade parent night is coming up in February 

 Julie and some students will be attending an awards dinner downtown on February 1 to receive 
the Champions for Children award for the Eliminate 5K.  Mariemont is the only high school being 
honored. 

 She took a group of students to the Anthony Munoz leadership seminar.  As a result, they have 
decided to help Frederick Douglas Elementary students.  They gathered food donations to 
assemble goodie bags for the students and their families over break.  They will continue to do 
this as often as possible. 

 Debbie Baas has had quite a few speakers for her business classes including Ryan 
Holmes/Corporate sales for the Bengals, a Bowling Green representative who discussed supply 
chain management, a Rockdale Academy representative who discussed service learning.  They 
are now collecting toiletries for the Rockdale students.  A Highland Group Management 
representative who covered enterprise risk management also spoke.   

 Terri Thomas has also hosted many speakers for her healthy transitions class. 
 
COUNSELOR’S REPORT – Pam Tackett, Amanda Lesczuk, Wendy Long: 
Wendy Long: 

 Snow days have changed speaker plans but 5 speakers are coming up: 
o January 21 – Brad Dewey of Paycor, Director of Product Management 
o January 28 – Susan Ruhl of OI Partners – Innovative Career Consulting  
o February 25 – Dr. Andrew Sweeney, Psy.D. of Basset Psychological Services  
o March 18 – Rachel Heyl, P.T. with Mercy Health Partners (athletic trainer and physical 

therapist) 
o March 25 – Dr. Denver T. Stanfield, M.D. – Orthopaedic Surgeon with Mercy Health 

Partners 

 Let Wendy know if you would like to be a speaker 
 
 



Amanda Lesczuk: 

 Scheduling - February 11 will be the large group meeting then online registration will begin. 

 AP test registration will begin after first semester.  The cost is $89 per test.  If a student is unsure 
about whether to take the test, it’s better to sign up.  It’s easier to cancel but you can’t add late. 

 Post Secondary Options lets our students go to local universities for free.  The con is that the 
universities don’t love it so there are many restrictions.  Also, students must provide their own 
transportation.   If students are interested, they must meet with Amanda.  Generally, our AP 
classes are a better option.  This is different than dual credit which allows students to take 
classes here. 

 PSAT results were sent home in December.  If you haven’t received them or have questions, 
contact Amanda.  

 Amanda is in the process of meeting individually with juniors and parents. 

 January 15 is the junior parent planning meeting. 

 February 27 will be the College Wise presenter. 

 Seniors must complete the FAFSA form asap. 

 Updated transcripts will be ready the end of January.  Seniors should check with their schools to 
see if they need them.  If students had a great first semester, they should send them. 

 Seniors need to keep up, no senioritis!  That means don’t drop courses if at all possible.  If you 
do, please talk with Amanda about that, also the school will need to be contacted with changes. 

 May 1 will be the Post Secondary Celebration. 
 
Pam Tackett: 

 The PLAN test was yesterday. 

 Pam will be meeting with sophomores soon. 

 Campus life will be working on ‘winter games’, similar to spring fling. 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Jim Renner: 

 Exams were prior to break.  The students won’t receive results early since the teachers are on 
break and shouldn’t be grading.   

 This Tuesday the freshmen and sophomores will have a speaker on social media. 

 This Friday is the Mariemont Academy in service.  The high school will be covering literary 
assessment and Learn 21 for blackboard.  This will include configuring online assessments. 

 Mr. Estepp will hold the State of the School address January 15 at 7:00 at MJHS. 

 An email went out regarding digital organization – something that will be emphasized going 
forward. 

 Amy Weiss inquired about snow days.  We’ve used 4 of 5.  There are a few options for making 
up any extra days but most likely we’ll add on to the end of the year.  Conflicts will be treated 
with common sense. 

 Nan Dill asked about the social media presentation.  It will look at how to present yourself 
positively.  By law this must be addressed. 

 
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER MINUTES: 

 Motion by Dawn Harden, second from Kim Newton. 
 
 
 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT – Roseann Hayes for Patsy Kaschalk: 

 The Holiday Fair income was lower than budgeted.   

 Dawn Harden informed us that the Consumer Product revenue will be well above budget.  They 
have increased the amount paid per person by $1 plus they require more people to participate. 

 Kroger is slightly behind. 

 Fairfax Youth Organization has requested a donation for their fundraiser.  It was decided we 
would donate spirit shop items. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
AFTER PROM – Suzi Ricketts: 

 After Prom will be held at Indian Hill Winter Club this year!  It’s a great venue plus the cost 
savings is significant.  We paid $6,100 at Sports Plus, this will be $3,200.  There will be ice 
skating, basketball, movie, casino, candy bar, ice cream, pizza, possibly a bonfire.  It’s Friday 
April 26 from 12:30-4:00 a.m. 

 Suzi is looking for a sophomore parent to take over. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
SURPLUS – Roseann Hayes: 

 The PTO is still carrying significant surplus.  Jim is beginning the process for teacher requests.  
These have become more necessity rather than luxury items as budgets shrink.   

 One idea for another use of our money is to contribute (along with Boosters and MAA) to new 
band uniforms since the program is growing significantly. 

 We should be thinking of other options as well. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 Motion by Suzi Ricketts, second from Nan Dill. 
 
Submitted by Molly Stewart, Secretary 
 


