Mariemont High School PTO
September 6, 2013 Meeting Minutes

ATTENDANCE:

Tracey Motto, Kathy Deadrick, Dawn Harden, Jeri Gatch, Kim Newton, Leah Pittman, Laura Gerberick,
Roseann Hayes, Patty Stahl, Laura Dolle, Sally Gaburo, Julie Bell, Kali Hacias Boecher, Jennifer Moriarty,
Mary Beth York, Brenda Westfall, Astrid Michels, Dina Wilder, Lila Wells, Amy Weiss, Tanny Theye, Ann
Hobart, Julie Coates, Donna Goheen, Jean Marie Nelson, Denise Scholtz, Erika Hinebaugh, Patsy
Kaschalk, Molly Stewart

WELCOME:
MHSPTO President Roseann Hayes welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming. Everyone in
attendance introduced themselves.

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT — Jonathon White (for Ellen Dolle):
e This year’'s Homecoming theme is apps.
e There was no back to school dance since Homecoming is early this year. Instead, student
council is working on a movie night. Following a football game, a movie will be shown on the
scoreboard and students can watch from the field.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT — Steve Estepp:

e Steve thanked the community for a warm welcome.

e School opening has gone very smoothly.

e The school report card was released by the state, Mariemont did well. The district is looking
into the data and interpreting the results. Refer to the FAQ document on the Mariemont
website for more information. Keep in mind the entire report comes from just one test (Ohio
Graduation Test for high school and Ohio Achievement for elementary/junior high). We can
learn from the data but must keep in mind that it’s just one data point. Just 13 students in the
entire district fell in the state’s lowest 20 percent. In a small district, every single student is
impactful.

e The district is especially interested in developing a quality profile. Ten key data points have
been identified. They will be used to create multiple ways to examine what and how the district
is doing. This first year is a baseline.

e Monday September 9" will be the official opening for the College and Career Planning Center.
Thanks to the Mariemont School Foundation for the Center and to the PTO for the furniture.
The Center focuses on giving our students an edge in what’s an increasingly competitive
environment after high school.

TEACHER’S REPORT —Julie Bell:

e Julie expressed her appreciation to the PTO for support as well as the back to school luncheon.

e Monday September 9% is the Open House.

e 100% of the teachers’ PTO dues will be in by Monday.

e Preparations are under way for Homecoming.

o Key Club students have completely organized the ‘Eliminate 5K’. The money goes to eliminate
neonatal and maternal tetanus. The race is September 15 at the high school. Registration
online is www.eliminate5k.weebly.com. The students have already raised over $8,000.



http://www.eliminate5k.weebly.com/

COUNSELORS’ REPORT — Pam Tackett and Amanda Lesczcuk:

Pam Tackett: She will handle 9™ and 10" grades. The freshmen have had a great start. She s in
the process of speaking with each freshman one on one. Thank you to the PTO for the
orientation lunch for freshmen and new students.

The students hosted a successful first Activity Fair.

The Campus Life committee is coming up with great ideas.

The Warrior Run is October 12 at 5:30. For the first time, part of the proceeds will go to the
district. The money will go towards the bullying prevention program. A mental health virtual
library is also in the works.

The PSAT is October 6™ at 7:45, students must be on time. Sophomores and juniors should take
this.

Amanda Lesczcuk: Amanda announced that Wendy Long will be a counselor part time for the
high school and Terrace Park Elementary. Wendy will handle the traditional counseling duties
for juniors and seniors. Amanda can help with those duties on Wendy’s off days.

Amanda is beginning a monthly lunch series for students to learn from professionals. The first
lunch is with the Kellogg’s general manager. Next will be Ed Thornton from UC Nursing.

There will also be a College Speaker series. She is working on hosting a former Harvard
admissions counselor as well as a college wellness speaker.

Sixty two seniors attended the College Application workshop. Thank you to the PTO for
providing food.

College application deadlines have moved up this year so students will have to stay on top of
dates.

Four parent coffees are scheduled for September 16, December 2, February 26 and April 22.
These will be informal question and answer format.

Amanda is meeting with juniors regarding the PSAT as well as the beginning of their college
search process.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT — Jim Renner:

Julia Lair is out ill. Her surgery went well and she should be back in a few weeks. Amy Evans is
her sub, she’s working with Julia through technology.

Teachers are purposefully instructing students to digitally organize through Blackboard. Emily
Colpi is working with students on the Blackboard calendar. Parents should use the Blackboard
parent portal.

The anatomy and physiology class will get real hands-on experience with Xavier University and
Beacon Orthopedics, almost like medical rounds. Students will receive college credit from
Xavier which will transfer to other colleges. This is similar to the dual credit high school courses
that give students college credits through UC.

Bring your own technology is going smoothly. Students and staff meet to troubleshoot and
work through any problems.

The changes to Cum Laude and grading scale are being put into place after recommendations
from the Superintendent Advisory Council. The ten point grading scale is in place immediately.
The Cum Laude changes will require transition as it affects the valedictorian and salutatorian.
Incoming freshmen are under the new system, all courses will count except foundation courses.
Open House is Monday September 9%, It will begin in the auditorium with a ribbon cutting for
the College and Career Planning Center, followed by speakers then finally classrooms.



Questions: Can parents print the Blackboard calendar? Jim will look into this. Can we have a
parent Blackboard session? Yes, district-wide.

TREASURER’S REPORT — Patsy Kaschalk:

PTO started the year well with $15,000 in funds.

The budget is flat for the year.

Spirit wear looks different since we need to restock the spirit shop; we’re showing expense but
no revenue yet. Spirit wear and fall spirit shirt were originally combined but will be split.

We overspent for After Prom last year so the committee will need to plan to adjust spending
this year, particularly with a smaller senior class.

Miscellaneous expenses include the Eagle Scout project for $1000 as well as black history month
framing expenses.

We added Campus Life expenses under student programs.

Kathy Deadrick motioned to approve the budget, Erika Hinebaugh was a second.

Patsy asked that members use the reimbursement/expense form to submit receipts (the form is
online).

We're still have a $15,000 balance which is more than we should carry so we need to think
about how to spend that.

The question was raised: can we transfer money to the foundation so that we can earn interest?

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

SPIRIT SHOP — Tracey Motto and Sally Gaburo:

The goals are to spread school spirit, get rid of old stock and spend no money.

They had great sales of old stock at the junior high open house, teacher lunch and orientation
plus great sales at the first game. All old stock profits will be split with Boosters.

They have purchased one sweatshirt — available in white, blue or gray for $35. They will
preorder Tervis tumblers which they’ll sell at sporting events. They’re working on special items
for youth night, televised game, white- out, etc.

Patsy proposed adding a third expense budget line of $1000 broken out from the spirit shirt.
The budget reflects $2500 guaranteed Booster revenue from spirit wear per a previous
agreement.

The Boosters aren’t restocking the spirit shop which brought a discussion about whether we
should spend more money to restock. The vote from all in attendance was yes. Further
discussion was held after the meeting.

DANCE FLOWERS — Mary Beth York:

She would like to pass on the job and asked for volunteers for that as well as selling flowers for
Homecoming.

KROGER — Roseann Hayes for Marion Molski:

Please sign up for Community Rewards. Customers must resign up each year. The bottom of
the Kroger receipt confirms where you’re directing your money.
www.krogercommunityrewards.com. PTO made $9569 last year. Out of district/town family
members or friends can also designate MHSPTO. Marion will send an email link for ease of sign

up.



http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/

CAR CONTROL CLINIC — Roseann Hayes for Jamie Overby:
e The owner of the clinic was in a severe car accident so we won’t hold the Car Clinic this fall.

DIRECTORIES — Delta Crabtree:

e This year she’s using a direct download from school data to simplify the process.
e Directories will be available at the Open House.

NEW BUSINESS:

MARIEMONT ARTS ASSOCIATION — Jeri Gatch:
e Please join MAA, memberships are $25 and up. MAA supports all arts across the entire district
for both extracurricular as well as classroom arts.
e Please sign up to work the Kusel concessions stand on the web site.

WARRIOR RUN — Nancy Miller:
e Over its 4 years, the Warrior Run has donated $100,000 to Cincinnati Children’s Surviving the
Teens.
e The Mariemont School Foundation approached Nancy in hopes that the Warrior Run could
support the district anti-bullying campaign. Participants can create a fundraising page when
they sign up online — all that money goes to the district. Also, on September 21 from 12-3:00,
Chipotle will donate 50% of sales to the district.

e If you'd like to sign up to run or volunteer www.cincinnatiwarriorrun.org. The run is October 12
at 5:30.

QUESTIONS:
e Donna Goheen asked for a volunteer to be food manager for Holiday Fair.
e Donna Goheen is looking for help coordinating the freshman float.
e Erika Hinebaugh asked for any new ideas for the Odd Couple Event.
e Erika Hinebaugh pointed out Kicking Hunger which will donate money to City Gospel for every
extra point and field goal by Mariemont and other participating schools. Please donate.

NEXT MEETING — October 4
ADJOURNMENT — Motion by Julie Coates, second by Kathy Deadrick.

Submitted by Molly Stewart, Secretary


http://www.cincinnatiwarriorrun.org/

