Mariemont Cheerleading

If you plan on trying out for cheerleading, please read the following information very carefully!
Dear Prospective Cheerleader and Parents:

We are glad that you have decided to tryout for Mariemont High School Cheerleading. Cheerleading is a TEAM sport! It requires 100% commitment, cooperation, pride, school spirit, and participation from all squad members. To be our best, it is necessary that we have all of our members present at all games. Unlike other sports, ALL members are starters!!!

Tryouts will be designed so that the best and most dedicated candidates for each squad will be chosen. Every measure will be taken to assure that each candidate has an equal chance to make a squad.

The following pages include information that is important for both prospective cheerleaders and their parent(s) to read. It is vital that you fully understand the policies, obligations and responsibilities of being a MHS cheerleader. Parents and children should discuss these tryout procedures, rules & regulations, and required financial & time commitments. Questions regarding tryout procedures or squads should be raised prior to tryouts. The results of tryouts are final!
If you have any questions, please contact

Maria Childs 272-7700   Emily Hunt 272-7300
Squad Positions Available

Football Season

· Up to 12 Varsity positions

· Up to 12 JV positions
Basketball Season

· Up to 8 Varsity positions

· Up to 8 JV positions

· Up to 8 Freshman positions

Both Football and Basketball Varsity Squads will be made up of qualifying sophomores, juniors and seniors only. Therefore:

Seniors must score well enough to make the Varsity Squad in order to cheer.

It is possible that some sophomores might make the Varsity Squad, while others might make the JV Squad. It is also possible for juniors to make the Varsity Squad, while others might make the JV Squad.

In the event that a Varsity Cheerleader is cut or ineligible, the next highest scoring JV Cheerleader may be considered for the Varsity Squad.

If a freshman scores high enough for a JV position she will be given the choice of being on the freshman squad or moving up to the JV squad.

Please note there will only be a squad if there are at least 5 girls and if there is a football/basketball team.

Mariemont High School
Cheerleading Guidelines
Cheerleading is a unique activity that combines athletic activity with school spirit. Therefore, all Mariemont cheerleaders will be expected to participate fully in both athletic events as well as school spirit planning, such as pep rallies, homecoming, Spring Fling, etc;

Duties and Responsibilities

A cheerleader’s responsibilities include:

· Attending all cheerleading events including practices, games and other cheerleading functions

· Promoting school spirit

· Maintaining good academic standards

· Cooperating with all coaches, squad members, game officials, teachers and all school officials and employees

· Demonstrating school spirit as well as upholding the goals and ideas of the school and community

· Participating fully in all fundraisers and service projects
· Be a positive representative of Mariemont High School
Attendance Policy

Absences

· Attendance is mandatory 
· 2 absences will result in sitting out, dressed for the first half of the next scheduled game. You will sit with the cheerleading coach.
· Absences due to extenuating circumstances will be handled on an individual basis
· Excessive absences will result in suspension or recommendation for expulsion from the squad. This will be decided between the athletic director and the cheerleading coach. 
· All decisions are final
Letter Requirements
To receive a Varsity letter, a cheerleader must be a member of the Varsity squad.  A minimum of 90% participation at games and 85% participation at practice is required to receive a letter.
To receive a JV letter, a cheerleader must be a member of the JV squad. A minimum of 90% participation at games and 85% participation at practice is required to receive a letter.
Transportation

All cheerleaders will ride to and from all away games as a team. You will need to be signed out to ride home from an away game with your parent. You will need to provide your own transportation to and from the high school. This will need to be made in advance. There are no telephones on the bus. 

Captains

A captain will be determined prior to the first game. It is a captain’s responsibility to help motivate the squad, lead cheers and chants, and to notify the squad of important information.

Uniforms

The only jewelry permitted during a game is small stud earrings. Hair must be secure and in a team ribbon. Uniforms should be clean and neat. All cheerleaders will wear uniform socks and clean cheerleading shoes. Cheerleaders are to wear the team warm-up suit to and from all away games. All uniforms are property of Mariemont High School Athletic Department and must be returned in neat and clean condition at the end of each season. All cheerleaders are financially responsible for damaged or missing uniforms. Interim reports, report cards, diplomas, and transcripts will all be held until uniforms are returned or financial obligations have been met.

Financial Responsibilities

As with all activities, there are some mandatory costs that will be incurred with participation in cheerleading. These approximate costs will include, but may not be limited to:

· Team hair ribbon ($8)

· 1 pair of cheerleading shoes per season ($45)

· Team socks ($9)

· Briefs ($12)

· Body suit ($25)

· UCA Camp - (approximately $129) Undecided
· Team spirit pack ($60)

· Candy ($10 or two large bags)

Camp is strongly encouraged!!

Time Commitment

Football

· 10 regular season games, plus any tournament games

· 2-3 days a week of practice

· Pee Wee Clinic (TBA)

     Basketball

· 20 regular season games, plus any tournament games
· All JV cheerleaders are strongly encouraged to remain through the first half of Varsity games

· 2 days a week of practice

· Elementary mini schools (TBA)

· Pee Wee Clinic (TBA)

Game schedules are listed on the Mariemont City Schools Calendar as well as the school website. Please be sure to check!!
All fundraisers as well as service projects are mandatory!

Please note that both football and basketball JV cheerleaders will occasionally be required to remain to cheer during Varsity games.  They will also periodically participate in Varsity activities. 

