Web Evaluation Checklist 

Web site URL: http:// _________________________________________________________________ 

Web site title ________________________________________________________________________ 
Author’s Name & Position ______________________________________________________________ 

Individual/Group/Organization who sponsors/hosts the site ____________________________________ 

Answer each of the questions below with a yes or no.  Then write down how or why you came to that conclusion under Notes.

	Yes 
	No 
	 
	Notes 

	 
	 
	SOURCE: 
	 

	 
	 
	Is the author of the site identifiable? 
	 

	 
	 
	Is the purpose of the web site clear? 
	 

	 
	 
	Does the author have appropriate expertise? (Is there a link to a home page that includes credentials?) 
	 

	 
	 
	What kind of site is this? 

Is the sponsor or location of the site appropriate for the content? (In the URL, .edu=educational inst., .gov=government, .org=nonprofit, .com=commercial, .ca=Canada) 
	 

	 
	 
	Does the URL contain a ~ mark? (The ~ symbol may symbolize a personal home page without an official relationship to the site.) 
	 

	 
	 
	ACCURACY:  
	 

	 
	 
	Can you verify the information that is presented? (Don't take the information presented at face value! Relatively few web sites are evaluated by experts in the field.) 
	 

	 
	 
	Can you identify a point of view?  
	 

	 
	 
	Is there evidence of bias? 
	 

	 
	 
	Is the source of the information presented clearly stated?  
	 

	 
	 
	CURRENCY:  
	 

	 
	 
	When was it created? last updated? (check at the bottom of the page) Are the links up to date? 
	 

	 
	 
	Does up-to-date information matter for your purpose? 
	 

	 
	 
	Is the information contained on the page current?
	 


Identify the search engine used to find this web site 









What keywords did you use? (Write exactly as you typed it) 

What difficulties did you encounter (false hits, etc.) 










Why is it important to evaluate websites before using them in research?

