TARGET DATES
Monday, April 9, Introduction of the assignment and discussion of various topics
Tuesday April 10th and Thursday April 12th- Library Days -Begin Research (Ask me soon about a particular topic as there can be no duplications.)
Monday, April 16, TOPIC TURN IN/ GENERAL DESCRIPTION PARAGRAPH DAY  (50 points)

· Submit a typed, thorough paragraph which includes your topic of research idea, brief factual information and statement of possible impact on modern society/ culture.
· There will be no more than one person per specific topic per class period. 

Wednesday April 18, Library Day- Continued Research and Outline Development
Monday April 23, PROJECT OUTLINE DUE (100 points)
· Submit a complete working outline of your paper according to the model presented with this packet.
· Outline MUST be typed

Tuesday, May 8, Library Day- Work on Works Cited and Typing up paper

Friday May 11, FINAL PAPERS DUE!!!  (200 points)

· There will be NO exceptions to this date. Period.

***PAPERS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO TURNITIN.COM. YOU WILL BE INSTRUCTED HOW TO DO THIS IF YOU DO NOT ALREADY KNOW.*** 
Freshman Research Project
2006-2007

What will you be asked to do?
You are to develop a comparative research paper that identifies an aspect of a particular ancient culture/society and determine the degree to which it has influenced modern culture/society. 

The first process in this process is to select an ancient culture/society  that is of interest to you. 

The second step in this process is to select an aspect of this ancient culture/society from the adjoining “Topic Web” provided.
Once you have selected an ancient culture/society and a corresponding aspect of that ancient culture/society, conduct your investigative research and determine how this aspect of society influences modern culture/society.
Ideally, your paper will answer questions such as…

Who were the Minoans? Where did they live? How did their geography and the other civilizations around them affect who they were and how they developed? What was one aspect of Minoan civilization that has had a big impact on the modern world? What do we know about this ancient aspect of Minoan civilization? What evidence do we have that this ancient aspect affects the modern world? What are some concrete examples of this? 
Comparative Research Paper Format

These are basic and standard guidelines that need to be followed:

· All papers must be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font; use 1-inch margins and be double spaced. Staple in upper left hand corner ONCE.
· All papers must have NO more than ONE space between every paragraph.
· All papers must have a cover page with the following information:
· Title of the work centered on the cover page

· Your name, teacher, course (World History I), school, and Date submitted centered in the lower portion of the page (See provided example)

· Papers must be FOUR pages in length. This DOES NOT include your cover page or works cited page.

· All papers must use the proper MLA guidelines for internal citations and a final page of “Works Cited” at the end of the paper. Your paper must include at least one internal citation for each of your sources.

The works cited page should contain only those sources cited in your paper.
· Papers should AVOID writing in first person. Do not include I think, I feel, I know…write from a third person perspective.

· Papers need to use irrefutable and factual information from at least three (3) sources that must include the following:

· Article from a library database such as Gale Group, SIRS, etc.

· Internet based source (NOT WIKIPEDIA) such as a properly identified web site (ask if you are unsure of a website’s validity)
· Book (your textbook can only be used as an additional resource)

Paper Format…
· Part I of paper: Introduction- In 2-3 paragraphs, introduce the reader to the topic. Assert a thesis and give any background information necessary for a person who is not a student of history to understand your topic.  (you are not writing for me, you are writing for someone who knows nothing of your topic.) Explain any important terms, ideas, or geographical locations to which you will refer in your paper. Likewise, introduce any key people associated with your topic. Do not make the mistake of introducing topics or ideas in this part of the paper and then NOT discuss them later. 
· Part II of Paper: Body- In 3-5 paragraphs focus on at least three major findings related to the topic of research. Discuss the extent to which this ancient culture/society has influenced modern culture/society.  Be sure to solidify this argument with concrete examples of the modern world. This should include vital information that you obtained as a result of your research of both the ancient society as WELL as of modern society.
· Part III of Paper: Conclusion/Summary- In 1-2 paragraphs, summarize your findings and emphasize those that have had the most impact on modern culture/society. This is NOT a place where you assert what YOU think about your findings…remember, 3rd person!
SAMPLE TITLE PAGE

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES OF THE MINOAN CIVILIZATION

Your Name

Mrs. Leatherwood/ Mr. Kerr

World History I

Mariemont High School

MM/DD/YYYY

OUTLINE FORMAT

I. Thesis Statement (introduction, what is to be discussed)

A. Background Information

B. Background Information

C. Additional Items as needed….ideas, geographical location, important  people

II. Related Findings (these are the results of your historical research)

A. Specific Finding

1. about specific finding
2. about specific finding
B. Specific Finding

1. about specific finding
2. about specific finding
C. Specific Finding
1. about specific finding

2. about specific finding
D. Additional findings as needed

III. Comparative Statement (summary/conclusion)

A. Impact on modern culture/society

B. Impact on modern culture/society
C. Impact on modern culture/society

D. Additional impacts as necessary
OUTLINE MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES!!!

OUTLINE MUST BE TYPED, 12 POINT FONT!!!
Remember, Outlines are due on Monday, April 23.

Rubric

Comparative Research Paper

Introduction – 35 points
Topic of paper clearly stated- reader has no doubt about the paper’s subject matter

Background information on topic is adequate to explain the topic to a novice reader

Background information has no factual inaccuracies

Paper takes proper tone- no first person

Body- 100 points

Demonstrates significant research

Geographic analysis of the issue is clear and appropriate

Shows significant evidence of organization

Provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning

Integrates facts with discussion

Includes the minimum citations in the proper MLA format
Conclusion/Summary properly restates the topic of research and is thoroughly written

Works Cited Page – 35 points (paper will not be graded without one)

Properly formatted with the words “Works Cited” centered on the page and all citations properly positioned on the page. Citations are properly alphabetized.

Contains only citations referred to in the body of the paper.

Proper MLA formatting

Contains adequate number of required sources

Sources cited are timely (Not before 1996)

Miscellaneous – 30 points

Paper is neatly typed, margins neat, paper stapled in upper left-hand corner
Title Page is properly formatted according to example in packet

Title clearly reflects topic of paper

Author avoids use of inappropriate language and maintains a third person perspective

Uses a varied vocabulary and avoids redundancy

A copy of the paper on a Word formatted disk is included
Ancient Civilizations

Sumerian

Egyptian

Babylonian

Persian

Phoenician

Hebrew
Aryan

Chinese

Japanese

Minoan

Mycenaean

Greek

Roman

Gothic

Viking

Mongolian

Turkish/Muslim

Aspects of Ancient Civilizations

Religion
Government

Military Practices/Warfare

Literature

Music/Drama

Commerce/Trade

Medicine/Sciences

Family

Art/Architecture

Philosophy

