	Type of Source
	Encyclopedia
	Periodicals (Magazines, Newspapers, Journals)


	Websites
	Books

	Strengths


	· gives easy-to-understand background
· easy to use and access
	· up-to-date
· online and in print

· relatively more reliable since it goes through formal publication
	· information on very obscure topics
· can be the most up-to-date

· fast and easy
	· in-depth
· relatively more reliable since it goes through formal publication

· online and in print

· can check the index to find your topic



	Weaknesses


	· not in-depth
· Print version not as up-to-date
	· annoying to put in password for databases
· science articles sometimes too simplistic or too difficult
	· have to review each site for quality—no guarantees
· time-consuming to find all the good amidst the junk
	· go out of date quickly—have to check copyright
· can’t just print out articles unless you use an online book

· not always as convenient


