




Greeks were always celebrating special days on their calendars.  In many ways, these “festive” days were very similar to our holidays like Thanksgiving.  Yet the Greeks were less solemn as they celebrated.  They included contests of all kinds: reading poetry, performing dances, playing the lyre, and acting in plays.  Like the ancient Greeks, you too will have your Festival Day in class.  Weeks from now, all of you will present a project that you have worked on.  The idea is to research some aspect of ancient Greek life and culture.  The projects suggested in this handout allows for a wide variety of choices however if you do not see anything which appeals to you, create a project of your own and get it approved by your teacher.
General Guidelines:
1. Look over the list and select a subject to research and present.
2. You must have an introduction; teach at least six to eight facts during your presentation, use visuals, graphics, or a handout.  Pretend that you are instructing other Greeks on or about your material.  No fluff!
3. You must have a conclusion, an ending, so that the audience has a summary of what you have taught.
4. Determine after some reading how best to present the topic: sing it, dance it, demonstrate it, cook/bake/serve it, read it, draw it, compose it, sew it, design it, explain it, or make it.
5. Make visuals.  Posters, pictures, slides, banners, music, costumes, etc., all will make it memorable.
6. Think hard on how to be clever and catch the full or prolonged attention of your classmates.
7. Decide if you want to team up with another classmate or two.  If so, check it out with your teacher first!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Project Ideas:
1. Research the Greek alphabet and explain how it came to be and how it influenced our present-day alphabet.
2. Research Greek food.  Ancient Greeks ate simple food: fruit, olives, porridge, figs, nuts, honey, grapes, pork, fish, beans, peas, and cabbage.   Cook up and serve recipes or more modern Greek food like gyros, baklava, spinach pie, and Greek salads.  Please check with teacher first!
3. Research Greek music and give a presentation on how it was used in Greek culture.
4. Collect pictures of Greek art and architecture.  Mount them on poster board.  Explain the pictures during your presentation.
5. Make a mosaic or fresco in the ancient Greek style.
6. Make some Greek coins.  Use self-hardening clay, small modeling tools, toothpicks, silver, or gold paint, etc.  Explain the different kinds of currency.
7. Make or draw the three classic column styles of ancient Greece: Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian.  Label the various parts and explain the construction of Greek temples.  Self-hardening clay is the material to use if you are making them.  Small carving tools will help you shape scrolls, leaves, and other decorative elements.
8. Make a timeline of Greek history on a long piece of butcher paper.  Explain it and then display it.
9. Make a model of a typical Greek house.  Explain how different/similar home life was for the Greeks compared to modern people.
10. Make a poster explaining the differences between the beliefs of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle.
11. Make some Greek masks used in tragedies and comedies.
12. Create a board game about ancient Greece.  Utilize a dice roll and fate cards, but make it accurate.  Invite students to come forward during your presentation to play it.  Give it a clever name.
13. Create a play about Spartan life.  Exaggerate its harshness and its military aspects.
14. Stage the final arguments for and against Socrates as the Athenian philosopher awaits his fate in a trial.  Have a narrator set the scene and do a postscript.  Possibly add a few witnesses.
15. Make an alphabet scroll, using dowels, ribbon, tape, glue, and black ink.  Explain how you made it and how it was used


