
 

 

 

 
In Latin I, you will be put into the lives of the ancient Romans, as you are challenged to 
experience their language and their culture.  You will be following a real Roman family that 
lived in the city of Pompeii (you can still visit their home in the ruins of Pompeii today!) 
through various stories and cultural studies we examine throughout the year. 
 

 
What will you study? 

- Language ɀ Latin 
Simple terms and phrases to use on a daily basis 
Vocabulary related to daily life, common topics, and contextual stories of the Roman family in Pompeii 
Connections with English vocabulary through derivatives, roots, expressions, and abbreviations 
Grammar ï the structure of language (which can help you better understand English grammar) 
Translation ï writing English versions of Latin sentences and stories 

- Culture ɀ for Rome and Pompeii 
Daily life ï names, family structure, education, clothing, food, social classes, homes and buildings, 
entertainment, etc. 
Mythology ï gods and goddesses, monsters and heroes, love stories, stories that explain and teach things 
in the ancient world, holidays and festivals 
History ï overview of Roman period 

 
What will you experience in Latin class? 

- Simple conversational exchanges  
- Many new terms that you can use every day in conversation and to help determine 

meanings of unknown English words 
- Reading and translating many different types of stories 
- Grammar analysis of Latin nouns, verbs, and adjectives individually and in sentences 
- A new identity with a Latin name 
- Dressing and eating like a Roman 
- Experiencing a Roman school day and some significant Roman celebrations 
- Recognition of important historical dates in Rome and Pompeii 
- Projects related to mythology (becoming a god/goddess to compete to be the supreme ruler of the universe) 

and Pompeii (what would you witness / experience as a survivor of the destruction of Pompeii in 79 AD) 
- International competition with the NLE for prizes and special recognition 
- Making connections between the Roman world and our world today ï uses / references of language and 

culture evident in the world today 
 
 

What are the benefits of studying Latin? (from the Cambridge School Classics Project) 
- Knowledge of Latin increases studentsô literacy skills, providing a deeper understanding of language and 

grammar, and improving competence in English and modern languages 
- Students enjoy the chance to explore aspects of Roman civilization ranging from gladiatorial combat to 

religion, and have wide ranging opportunities to develop critical thinking skills 
- Importance of citizenship can be more readily appreciated by studying a society in which a citizenôs status 

could mean the difference between life and death 

 



 
What are the benefits of studying Latin?  

(thoughts / quotes from current Mariemont High School students) 
- Helpful in studies 

o Helps develop English vocabulary in terms of Latin roots 
o Helps with standardized tests (SAT / ACT) 
o Helps to better understanding things in English and several other classes 
o Helps with other modern languages (branches into so many other languages) 
o Helps to better understand English grammar 
o Helps to better understand the structure of language 
o Helps to improve skills in other class, test taking skills, and study skills 

- Connections with world 
o Better understand references in pop culture 
o See influences of Latin in the world today 
o Excited to see connections to Latin in things like Harry Potter, questions on Jeopardy, TV shows, 

movies, etc. 
o Learn about a culture that shaped the modern world 

- Learn a language in which you do not really have to speak dialogue 
- Challenging and impressive course 

o Looks good on transcript  
o Enhances academic prestige 
o Respected for choice 
o Challenges you ï intellectual atmosphere 
o Taught a better way of thinking (on a deeper level) 
o Builds confidence in ability to learn something new 
o Good mental exercise 
o Tough but rewarding class ï makes you feel smarter 
o Enjoy interactivity, conversation, discussion, and story telling in class 

- Interaction with other students 
o Studying with peers who help to support and challenge you 
o Certamen (team Jeopardy-like) competitions with peers and other schools 
o Latin convention experience in high school 

 
 

 
 

 

Where are some former Mariemont Latin students today? 
- Carrie Porter (clÁÓÓ ÏÆ ȬΦΫɊȡ .ÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍ ÍÁÊÏÒ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ 

studying on a Fulbright scholarship in Northern Ireland 
- Chase Sackett ɉÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ȬΦάɊȡ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ #ÌÁÓÓÉÃÓ Ⱦ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ 

who is currently serving as Academic Affairs Committee Chair 
- Brian Cornwell ɉÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ȭΦάɊȡ +ÅÎÙÏÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ÌÁÓÓÉÃÓ Ⱦ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ 
- Leah Hamlin ɉÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ȭΦίɊȡ 9ÁÌÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ ɀ ȰLatin gave 

me a great language background for language study at a very competitive programȱ 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


